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(F) CINCPAC 060242Z OCT 73 

(G) MANILA 11398 

(H) COMUSJAPAN 106640Z OCT 73 

JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 

1. AS INDICATED IN REFERENCE B WE DO NOT PLAN TO MAKE ANY 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING REDEPLOYMENT OF THE REMAIN- 
ING SQUADRONS OF THE 374TH TACTICAL AIRLIFT WING (TAW) FROM 
TAIWAN. REFERENCE A PROVIDES ONLY AUTHORIZED MATERIAL FOR 
USE IN ANSWER TO MEDIA QUERY TO DATE. QUERIES NOT WITHIN 
THESCOPE OF THIS INFORMATION SHOULD BE REFERRED TO OASD(PA) 


2. EFFECTIVE 1 NOV 1973 RELOCATION SITES FOR 374TH UNITS 

MAY BE ACKNOWLEDGED IN RESPONSE TO QUERY. AFFECTED BASES 
AND COMMANDS WILL DISCUSS ONLY THOSE MOVEMENTS WHICH PER- 
TAIN TO THEIR LOCALITY. THERE IS TO BE NO SPECULATION 
OR DISCUSSION CONCERNING FUTURE 374TH TAW DEPLOYMENTS, 

NOR SHOULD WE EXPAND ON POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS OF THE 
MOVES BEYOND WHAT IS GIVEN IN APPROVED Q'S AND A S. 

3. WITH REGARD TO EMBASSY MANILA'S REQUEST IN REF G, WE 
HAVE NO OBJECTION TO COMMUNICATING CONFIDENTIALLY TO THE 
GOP THE FACT THAT THE ULTIMATE DESTINATION OF ENTIRE 
AIRLIFT WING IS KADENA. BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT WE SHOULD 
MAKE NO PUBLIC STATEMENT TO THIS EFFECT, SINCE IT COULD 

BE TWO YEARS OR MORE BEFORE FACILITIES AT KADENA ARE 
READY TO ACCOMMODATE THE OTHER TWO SQUADRONS AND HEAD- 
QUARTERS OF THE 374TH TAW. WITH UP TO TWO YEAR LEAD TIME, 
BELIEVE IT WOULD BE UNWISE TO STATE PUBLICLY ANYTHING 
ABOUT FUTURE DEPLOYMENT OF THOSE TWO SQUADRONS. FOR 
EMBASSY TAIPEI AND TDC, BELIEVE THAT Q'S AND A'S 3 AND 4 
BELOW WILL MEET CONCERNS OUTLINED IN REFERENCE D. FOR 
EMBASSY TOKYO AND COMUSJAPAN, PROPOSED Q AND A'S (REFER- 
ENCE H. PARA 2) ARE APPROVED FOR LOCAL USE WITH A2 MODI-8 
FIED USING "SOMETIME" VICE "SEVERAL MONTHS." 

4. FOLLOWING Q'S AND A'S ARE APPROVED FOR USE BY ALL 
CONCERNED: 
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Ql. WHAT IS THE MISSION OF THE 374TH TAW? 

Al. THE WING PROVIDES TACTICAL AIRLIFT SUPPORT THROUGH 
OUT THE WESTERN PACIFIC. IT IS THIS INTRA-THEATER AIRLIFT 
CAPABILITY THAT OFFERS THE MEDIUM OF MOBILITY TO OUR 
FORCES IN THE PACIFIC. 

Q2. WHERE WILL THE 374TH WING UNITS BE RELOCATED? 

A2. THE THREE C-130 TRANSPORT SQUADRONS REMAINING IN THE 
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THEATER WILL RELOCATE (HAVE RELOCATED) AT OUR TWO MAJOR 
LOGISTIC TERMINALS IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC, CLARK AB, PI 
AND KADENA AB, OKINAWA. TWO SQUADRONS - THE 2 1ST AND 
776TH WILL MOVE (HAVE MOVED) TO CLARK AB. THE 345TH 
TACTICAL AIRLIFT SQUADRON (IS NOW) WILL BE LOCATED AT 
KACATA AB, OKINAWA. THE 374TH WING HEADQUARTERS WILL BE 
LOCATED AT CLARK AB- 
Q3. WHY ARE THE UNITS BEING RELOCATED? 

A3. THE CONTINUED NEED FOR THIS ACTIVITY ON TAIWAN HAS 
DECREASED WITH THE REDUCTION IN US INVOLVEMENT IN HOSTILI- 
TIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND WITH THE LESSENING OF TENSIONS 


IN THE AREA. THE UNIT IS BEING RELOCATED TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE MOST EFFICIENT AND ECONOMIC USE OF OUR RESOURCES. 
PLACING THESE TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT AT OUR SUPPLY TERMINALS 
OFFERS AN EFFICIENT PIPELINE FOR MOVEMENT OF SUPPLIES TO 
OUR FORCES IN THE AREA. 

Q4. IS THE MOVE A RESULT OF OUR STATEMENT IN THE 
SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE THAT WE WOULD REDUCE OUR MILITARY 
FORCES ON TAIWAN AS TENSIONS IN THE AREA DIMINISH? 

A4. THE 374TH TAW WAS ORIGINALLY TRANSFERRED TO TAIWAN 
DURING THE BUILDUP FOR THE VIETNAM CONFLICT. ITS RELOCA- 
TION IS RELATED TO THE REDUCED NEED FOR THIS UNIT ON 
TAIWAN IN THE LIGHT OF THE SITUATION IN SEA AND THE WITH- 
DRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS FROM THE AREA. 

Q5. HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE INVOLVED? 

A5. APPROXIMATELY 3,000 MEN, INCLUDING THE 50TH TAS WHICH 
RETURNED TO THE STATES IN AUGUST, WILL BE (HAVE BEEN) 
RELOCATED FROM TAIWAN. (BASES MAY MAKE CONSERVATIVE 
ESTIMATE OF MILITARY PERSONNEL REASSIGNED TO THEIR 
LOCALITY.) 
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Q6. WILL THIS RELOCATION INVOLVE NEW CONSTRUCTION? 

A6. THE UNITS WILL TRANSFER (HAVE TRANSFERRED) INTO 
EXISTING FACILITIES, AT CLARK AND KADENA. HOWEVER, MINOR 
MODIFICATION AND/OR REHABILITATION OF FACILITIES WILL BE 
(WAS) NECESSARY. 

Q7. IS THIS MOVE CONNECTED IN ANY WAY WITH SECRETARY OF 
STATE KISSINGER S UPCOMING VISIT TO PRC? 

A7. NO. 

Q8. DOES THE MOVE REPRESENT ANY LESSENING OF OUR COMMIT- 
MENT TO ROC? 

A8. ITS REDEPLOYMENT IN NO WAY ALTERS OUR COMMITMENTS 
TO THE ROC. 

5. THE Q'S AND A S PROVIDED IN PARA 4 ARE UNCLASSIFIED 
EFFECTIVE 1 NOVEMBER 1973. GDS 31 DEC 1981. 
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